[Survival prognosis in ovarian carcinoma Figo stages III and IV: 1980-1985 versus 1986-1993. A comparison of 2 treatment periods].
We examined the survival prognosis of 638 patients who had ovarian carcinoma Figo stages III and IV. We considered two separate time periods, 1980-1985 versus 1986-1993, including the size of the postoperative residual tumor, polychemotherapy with and without platinum, histological grading 1 versus 2 and 3, Figo stage III versus IV, and ascites present versus no ascites. Since 1986, 96% of the patients received platinum-containing polychemotherapy at a dosage of > or = 75 mg/m2, whereas between 1980 and 1985, only 76% of these patients received platinum-containing polychemotherapy at a dosage of 50 mg/m2, and 24% of the patients received polychemotherapy without platinum. The size of residual tumor masses and also the time period of treatment had an independent influence on survival prognosis. Patients treated from 1980 to 1985 had a relative risk to die which was 1.44 times higher than for the patients who were studied from 1986 to 1993.